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Section C: Crime, Deviance and Social Control (Mark Scheme Nov 2009-Nov 2005)


NOVEMBER 2009

5 What is seen as deviant in one culture may not be seen as deviant in another culture.

(a) What is meant by the term deviant? [2]

Acts which are regarded as socially unacceptable or wrong are labelled as deviant. 2 marks for a clear definition along these lines; and 1 mark for an incomplete definition showing some understanding.

(b) Describe two examples of how definitions of deviance may differ between cultures. [4]

Examples include, the acceptable use of marijuana among Rastafarians, drinking of alcohol is acceptable to the British but not in Muslim society, homosexuality is unacceptable in some cultures but is acceptable in others. 1 mark for example and 1 mark for explanation. (2 × 2)

(c) Why might an act be defined as deviant when performed by members of one social group, but not when performed by members of another social group? [6]

Level 1: Answers may be commonsensical at this level and may have little relevance to the question. 0–3

Level 2: At this level there should be a sound account of how and why some groups are more likely to become labelled than others, for example, ethnic minorities and young working class males. 4–6

(d) To what extent can deviance be explained by the labelling theory? [8]

Level 1: A few generalized common sense points rather than sociological insight. 0–3

Level 2: A basic account of the labelling theory and how it relates to crime should appear.

Relevant sociological observations will be made, but with limited depth. 4–6

Level 3: To reach the top of the band a sound account of the labelling theory as it applies to crime should appear, although answers will contain depth/breadth. 7–8

6 In the modern industrial societies order is maintained through a mix of formal and informal social control. In small scale tribal societies social control is mostly informal.

(a) What is meant by the term informal social control? [2]

Informal social control refers to the mechanisms that society has developed to ensure conformity.

(b) Describe two examples of formal social control. [4]

Formal social control refers to the public, legal forms of controlling the population e.g. imprisonment, fines, electronic tagging, community service and probation. (2 × 2)
(c) Explain how social control is maintained in small scale, tribal societies. [6]

Level 1: A few general points about informal social control, with little or no development may be worth 2 or 3 marks. 0–3

Level 2: Answers at this level will go into some detail about the different mechanisms that may be used to achieve social control in tribal societies, ritual, intermarriage, ostracism, religion, and publicly voiced complaints. 4–6

(d) To what extent does social control serve the interests of the most powerful groups in society? [8]

Level 1: A few general points about who benefits from social control with little or no sociological foundation, may be worth 2 or 3 marks. 0–3

Level 2: At this level, candidates may consider Marxist versus pluralist views of social control although answers may lack depth and/or breadth. 4–6

Level 3: In the Marxist perspective, the existence of social rules are seen to benefit the ruling class. Pluralists see the benefits more evenly distributed between various sections of society. An answer along these lines, if well expressed would be worth 7 or 8 marks. 7–8//

MAY 2009

5 In modern industrial societies there are a variety of styles of dress, types of music, special language and attitudes that distinguish youth from older people and from children. This is known as youth subculture.

(a) What is meant by the term subculture? [2]

A clear definition would be awarded 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding 1 mark.

(b) Describe two influences on the way that young people view themselves. [4]

Influences include, for example, the family, education, peer group, media, etc. 1 mark for each relevant point and 1 mark for describing accurately each example (2 × 2).

(c) What factors explain the growth of youth subcultures in modern industrial societies? [6]

Level 1: A few basic observations, possibly relying mainly on assertion and with some overgeneralisation.

(0–3)

Level 2: Several appropriate factors are identified and, at the top of the band, the factors will be explained in reasonable detail. (4–6)

(d) How far do youth subcultures represent a threat to the dominant values of society? [8] 

Level 1: A few generalised points based on common sense rather than sociological insight can be expected at this level. (0–3)
Level 2: A few relevant sociological observations are made, possibly relying on a fairly descriptive account of one or more youth subcultures. (4–6)

Level 3: Answers will demonstrate a good understanding of youth subcultures and there will be an attempt to assess how far they represent a threat to the dominant values of society.

(7–8)

6 Official statistics suggest that most crimes are committed by young men between the ages of 14 and 25. Many come from disadvantaged ethnic minority groups.

(a) What is meant by the term ethnic minority? [2]

A group of people who share a common culture that is different from that of the majority of society would be awarded 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding 1 mark.

(b) Describe two reasons why many young criminals come from disadvantaged ethnic minority groups. [4]

Reasons may include: prejudice and discrimination by law enforcement agencies; labelling by the media; poverty and lack of opportunity to succeed through legitimate means; ghettoisation; etc.

Level 1: A basic statement of just one reason would be awarded 1 mark; a developed statement of just one reason 2 marks; a basic statement of two reasons that has some merit 2 marks.

(c) What factors may encourage young criminals to give up their criminal activity as they get older? [6]

Relevant factors include, for example: family responsibilities; more mature; less exposed to negative peer group influences; prosecution and punishment has acted as a deterrent; rehabilitation; etc.

Level 1: A few basic observations, possibly relying mainly on assertion and with some overgeneralisation.

(0–3)

Level 2: Several appropriate factors are identified and, at the top of the band, the answer will be detailed and well informed. (4–6)

(d) Assess the reasons why women appear to commit fewer crimes than men? [8]

Women may genuinely commit fewer crimes than men, and the reasons for this may be explored in answering the question. Differences in the treatment of female suspects and the way law enforcement agencies view female crime may also have an influence on why women appear to commit fewer crimes than men.

Level 1: A few general points based on common sense rather than sociological insight can be expected at this level. (0–3)

Level 2: A few relevant sociological observations are made, but answers will lack depth and extension at the lower end of the band. (4–6)

Level 3: Several relevant explanations will be explored and, at the top of the band, a balanced and well-reasoned conclusion will be reached. (7–8)

NOVEMBER 2008

5 Social control can be formal or informal. In small scale tribal societies social control ismostly informal.

(a) What is meant by the term social control? [2]

The mechanisms that society uses to ensure conformity.

(b) Describe the difference between formal and informal social control. [4]

Two marks for each description.

(c) Explain how social control is maintained in small scale tribal societies? [6]

0–3 A few basic points about social control, with little or no development.

4–6 More detailed answers are expected at this level, detailing the different mechanisms used to achieve social control in small tribal societies such as ritual, intermarriage, ostracism, religion and publicly voiced complaints.

(d) How far, and in what extent does social control serve the interests of the most powerful groups in society? [8]

0–3 A few points outlining who benefits from social control with little or no sociological detail. Answers at this level may be list like.

4–6 Candidates may consider Pluralist versus Marxist views of social control.

7–8 Answers in this band will be broader and deeper and will be balanced and well expressed.

6 Young working class males are responsible for a high proportion of crimes in modern industrial societies. Official statistics suggest that juvenile delinquency rates are much higher in inner city areas.

(a) What is meant by the term juvenile delinquency? [2]

Crimes that are committed by young people, usually under the age of 18.

(b) Describe two reasons why rates of juvenile delinquency are higher in inner city areas? [4]

Description/explanation = 2 marks.

(c) Explain why a high proportion of recorded crime in modern industrial societies are attributed to young working class males. [6]

.

Answers may include:

- home backgrounds may not be stable

- dealt with more harshly by police

- worse off financially than middle class

- criminal subcultures

- status frustration

0–3 Broadly relevant answers that contain a few simple points.

4–6 A wider range of relevant points will be covered and at the top of the band answers will be coherent and well expressed.

(d) To what extent do official statistics provide an accurate account of the amount of crime I n society? [8]

0–3 One or two isolated points about the pitfalls of official statistics in general and/or with reference to crime in particular would be worth 3 marks.

4–6 At this level candidates will offer a more solid critique of official crime statistics.

7–8 To reach the top of the band, there will be an attempt to assess/evaluate and an overall conclusion will be reached.

MAY 2008

5 There are some groups in society who are more likely to be labelled deviant.

(a) What is meant by the term deviant?

Acts which are regarded as socially unacceptable or wrong are labelled as deviant.

2 marks for a clear definition along these lines; and 1 mark for an incomplete definition showing some understanding. [2)]

(b) Describe two groups in society who are likely to be labelled as deviant.

0–2 Identification of groups (2 marks). Description/explanation (2 marks). [4]

(c) Explain why some groups in society are more likely to have power to label others as deviant.

0–3 A few basic or commonsensical observations with some overgeneralisation.

4–6 A clear and accurate explanation will be offered. To reach the top of the band the candidate will reach appropriate and well-reasoned conclusions. [6]

(d) Once a group has been labelled deviant, what are the likely consequences for them?

0–3 A few generalised common sense points rather than sociological insight.

4–6 Relevant sociological observations will be made, but with limited depth.

7–8 To reach the top of the band several relevant consequences will be discussed in reasonable detail. Some recognition, either implicit or explicit, of the idea of deviancy amplification may appear, although this is not necessary to achieve full marks. [8]

6 Official crime statistics can be misleading and open to interpretation. One reason for this is the existence of the so-called dark figure. 

(a) What is meant by the term dark figure?

The estimated number of unreported and unrecorded crimes (2 marks). [2]

(b) Describe two reasons why people fail to report crimes to the police.

2 marks for identification of reasons and 2 marks for appropriate explanations/descriptions.

Reasons include; ignorance that a crime has been committed, crimes considered too trivial to report, fear of repercussions, desire to protect family members or friends, lack of faith in the police, general distrust of people. [4]

(c) Why do white-collar crimes often go unrecorded?

0–3 Overgeneralised or commonsensical answers will appear at the bottom of this band.

Higher up the band some relevant and accurate information will appear.

4–6 To reach the top of the band candidates will provide appropriate and well-reasoned conclusions. [6]

(d) How far, and in what ways, may the activities of the police influence official crime statistics?

0–3 A few generalised points based on common sense rather than sociological insight.

4–6 A few relevant sociological points will be made, possibly relying on one particular theme

E.g. stereotyping, or police activity, and therefore lacking in breadth.

7–8 Several aspects of police activity will be considered, with some reference to stereotyping/labelling necessary to reach the top of the band. [8]

NOVEMBER 2007

5 The term `moral panic' has been used to explain why the police and the public may have an exaggerated view of the extent of certain types of deviant behaviour.

(a) What is meant by the term moral panic? [2]

A moral panic is a wave of public concern about a social activity or group, which becomes seen as a threat to the common values or interests of society as a result of exaggerated, stereotypical and sensationalised coverage by the mass media or politicians. A clear definition along these lines = 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding = 1 mark.

(b) Describe two examples of deviant behaviour. [4]

Many possible examples and each example cited by the candidates should be judged on merit. One mark for an example and one mark for development (2 × 2 marks).

(c) Explain why a moral panic may lead to an apparent increase in the rate of crime. [6]

0–3 Answers at this level may be confined to discussing only moral panics with no link to how they might lead to an apparent increase in crime. Conversely, the answers may focus on reasons why crime rates increase with little or no connection to moral panics.

4–6 At this level the explanation offered will address the question directly. Lower in the band there will be less detail about how a moral panic may work through politicians, police authorities and other law enforcement agencies to bring about an apparent increase in the crime rate. Higher in the band the answer will be more developed and may include references to actual examples of moral panics. 

(d) How far is it true that some social groups commit more crimes than others? [8]

0–4 A simple response stating that it is true that some groups commit more crimes than others, with a few illustrative comments, may be worth 2 or 3 marks. A better answer at this level would at least note that there may be some ambiguity about who commits the most crime, albeit that this key point will remain largely undeveloped within this band.

5–8 Answers at this level will demonstrate a sound understanding of the requirements of the question. While the focus may be on identifying social groups that purportedly commit the most crimes, there will also be recognition that the crime figures are socially constructed and maybe a misleading indicator of the actual distribution and incidence of criminal activity in society. At the top of the band, the socially constructed nature of crime (and the crime figures) will be better illustrated and the assessment required by the question will be explicit and creditable.

6 In some societies young people are often regarded as a separate group. They are seen to possess a distinctive youth culture.

(a) What is meant by the term youth culture? [2]

Youth culture may be defined as a set of values and behaviour associated with young people as a group. A clear definition along these lines = 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding = 1 mark.

(b) Describe two social characteristics that may distinguish young people from older age groups. [4]

Many possible characteristics would be relevant, but the most likely references will be to: mode of dress; special language or mode of speech; distinctive interests or concerns; own fashions and music; less well-off than most older age groups. One mark for an example and one mark for development (2 × 2 marks).

(c) Explain why youth cultures have become a feature of modern industrial societies over the last fifty years. [6]

0–3 At this level answers may be confined to a few isolated points that are broadly relevant to the question. Alternatively, the answer may focus very narrowly on a single factor that helps to explain the growth of youth cultures and the lack of range in this type of response would confine it to a mark of no more than 3.

4–6 More than one relevant factor explaining the emergence of youth cultures will be explored at this level. The relevant factors include: the extension of higher education; growing affluence among teenagers in the 1950s and 1960s; growth of the media; increasing pace of change may have created a generation gap between young people and older age groups. Several of these factors well explained would justify a mark at the top of the band.

(d) How far do youth cultures represent a threat to the dominant values of society? [8]

0–4 A few general points about youth cultures with little or no linkage to the question may be worth 1 or 2 marks. Some unsupported points about possible threats to the dominant value system would lift the mark to the top of the band, but no higher.

5–8 A clear, sociologically informed discussion of the significance of youth cultures in relation to the question is a minimum requirement at this level. Lower in the band answers may be confined to a largely descriptive account of ways in which youth cultures may or may not threaten the dominant values of society. Higher in the band this material will be combined with appropriate analysis and assessment.

MAY 2007

5 Labelling theory suggests that some groups in society are more likely than others to be seen as deviant.

(a) What is meant by the term deviant? [2]

Acts that are regarded in some way as socially wrong are labelled as deviant. A clear definition along these lines = 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding = 1 mark.

(b) Describe two groups in society who are likely to have the power to label others as deviant. [4]

Groups with the power to label others as deviant include, for example: moral crusaders; the powerful; the media; the law enforcement agencies. One mark for an example and one mark for development (2 × 2 marks).

(c) Explain how traditional societies use informal social controls to deter deviant behaviour. [6]

0-3 Answers at this level will be confined to a few poorly developed observations about informal social control.

4-6 Different examples of informal social controls will be used to address the question directly. Higher in the band, the examples used will be detailed and well explained.

(d) How useful is labelling theory in understanding deviance? [8]

0-4 Lower in the band there may be little evidence of understanding the term labelling theory. Higher in the band some knowledge of labelling theory will be demonstrated, though there will be little or no attempt to assess its usefulness in understanding deviance.

5-8 Lower in the band the answer will demonstrate a sound understanding of labelling theory, though the assessment may be quite limited. Higher in the band, the answer will be both knowledgeable and analytical in addressing the issues raised by the question.
6 Official statistics provide an inaccurate measure of the true extent of crime in society.

(a) What is meant by the term official crime statistics? [2]

The term official crime statistics refers to illegal acts recorded by the government (or the courts). A clear definition along these lines = 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding = 1 mark.

(b) Describe two reasons why not all crimes that are committed in a society are recorded in the official crime statistics. [4]

Reasons include, for example, fear of reporting, lack of victim, incident considered too petty, police failure to investigate/prosecute. One mark for an example and one mark for development (2 × 2 marks).

(c) Explain why some groups are more likely than others to be represented in the crime statistics. [6]

0-3 A few simple observations with limited sociological backing would trigger this band.

4-6 At this level, appropriate sociological arguments and/or evidence will be used to explain why some groups are more likely than others to be represented in the crime statistics.

At the top the band, the discussion may cover relevant theoretical material, such as references to labelling, sub-cultural, and Marxist theories.

(d) To what extent can criminal behaviour be explained in terms of social inequality? [8]

0-4 A few vague observations about crime with little or no reference to the question might be worth 1 or 2 marks. A simple response that addresses the question by demonstrating some understanding of the possible links between social inequality and crime would trigger the top of the band.

5-8 At this level, the links between social inequality and crime will be discussed in a way that demonstrates appropriate sociological knowledge. To reach the upper part of the band, the answer will also provide an explicit assessment of the extent to which criminal behaviour can be explained in terms of social inequality.

NOVEMBER 2006

5. The existence of the ‘dark figure’ means that official crime statistics fail to provide a complete record of the amount of crime that is committed in society.

(a) What is meant by the term ‘dark figure’? [2]

The dark figure of crime may be defined as the amount of crime that is unknown to the police and goes undetected. A clear and accurate definition along these lines would = 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding = 1 mark.

(b) Describe two reasons why some crimes are never reported to the police. [4]

One mark for each reason identified and one mark for describing accurately each reason (2 × 2).

(c) Why might certain types of crime receive more attention from the police than other types of crime? [6]

The police may focus on certain types of crime for a number of reasons; shortage of resources, influence of policy makers and the media, moral panics, seriousness of the offence, police perceptions of different groups of criminals, etc.

Level 1: A few relevant observations based mainly on commonsense knowledge may be worth two or three marks. 0 – 3

Level 2: A few relevant points based on sound sociological understanding would fit the bottom of the band. A wide range of points demonstrating good sociological understanding would merit full marks. 4 – 6

(d) How far are victim studies and self-report studies more reliable than the official statistics in measuring the amount of crime? [8]

Level 1: Answers at this level may be largely tangential to the questions. A few basic observations about self-report or victim studies may be worth three marks. 0 – 3

Level 2: At this level we might expect a solid descriptive account of self-report and/or victim studies.

The more detailed and developed the account, the higher in the band it would go. At this level there need be no attempt to offer any assessment. 4 – 6

Level 3: The answer will demonstrate good understanding of self-report and victim studies and there will be some attempt to assess how far these alternative ways of measuring crime are more reliable than the official statistics. 7 – 8

6. Police records suggest that it is mainly working class young men living in the inner city who become involved in juvenile delinquency.

(a) What is meant by the term juvenile delinquency? [2]

Juvenile delinquency refers to criminal offences committed by young people, usually teenagers.

A clear and accurate definition along these lines = 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding = 1 mark.

(b) Describe two reasons why young women appear to commit fewer crimes than young men. [4]

One mark for each reason identified and one mark for describing accurately each reason (2 × 2).

(c) Why does so much crime appear to be committed in inner city areas? [6]

Detection rates are higher in inner city areas and more police resources may be devoted to policing the inner city. There may also be less scope to conceal crime in the inner city and the high crime in these areas may also reflect the correspondingly high levels of social deprivation.

Level 1: A few relevant observations based mainly on commonsense knowledge may be worth two or three marks. 0 – 3

Level 2: A few relevant points based on sound sociological understanding would fit the bottom of the band. A wide range of points demonstrating good sociological understanding would merit full marks. 4 – 6

(d) How far can the high incidence of crime among young working class men be explained in terms of the actions of the police? [8]

The influences on policing decisions may well play a key part in explaining why so many crimes appear to be committed by young working class males, but other factors also need to be considered  e.g. social deprivation, alienation, and concerns specific to youth and young men.

Level 1: Answers at this level may be largely tangential to the question. A few basic observations about youth and crime may be worth three marks. 0 – 3

Level 2: At this level we might expect a solid descriptive account of the cause of crime. The more detailed and developed the account, the higher in the band it would go. At this level there need be no attempt to offer an assessment. 4 – 6

Level 3: The answer will demonstrate good understanding of the issues raised by the question and there will be some attempt to assess how far the actions of the police help to explain the high incidence of crime among young working class males. 7 – 8

MAY 2006

5 Youth subcultures are sometimes seen as a form of resistance to the mainstream culture.

(a) What is meant by the term subculture? [2]

A clear definition along these lines = 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding = 1 mark.

(b) Describe two influences on the way that young people view themselves. [4]

Influences include, for example, the family, education, peer group, media, etc. One mark for each relevant point and one mark for describing accurately each example (2 x 2).

(c) What factors explain the growth of youth subcultures in modern industrial societies? [6]

Level 1: A few basic observations, possibly relying mainly on assertion and with some over-generalisation. 0 - 3

Level 2: Several appropriate factors are identified and, at the top end of the mark range, the factors will be explained in reasonable detail. 4 – 6

(d) How far do youth subcultures represent a threat to the mainstream values of society? [8]

Level 1: A few general points based on commonsense rather than sociological insight can be expected at this level. 0 - 3

Level 2: A few relevant sociological observations are made, possibly relying on a fairly descriptive account of one or more youth subcultures. 4 - 6

Level 3: Answers will demonstrate a good understanding of youth subcultures and there will be an attempt to assess how far they represent a threat to the dominant values of society. 7 – 8

6 What is seen as deviant in one culture may not be seen as deviant in another.

(a) What is meant by the term deviant? [2]

A deviant is a person who acts against the accepted norms and standards of society. A clear definition along these lines = 2 marks; an incomplete definition showing some understanding = 1 mark.

(b) Describe two examples of how definitions of deviance may vary between cultures. [4]

There are a wide range of possible examples, such as cultural differences in attitudes to alcohol consumption, dress code, drug use, sexual orientation, and more relating to the  consumption of food.

(c) Why might an act be defined as deviant when performed by one social group, but not when performed by members of another? [6]

Level 1: A few basic observations about the socially relative nature of deviance would be worth 2 or 3 marks. There may be few, if any, links to specified social groups in answers at this level. 0 - 3

Level 2: Examples will be used to show why the acts of certain social groups may be defined as deviant while the similar acts of other social groups are not so labelled. Good answers are likely to include references to sub-cultural theory and/or the process of labelling. 4 – 6

(d) To what extent can deviance be explained in terms of labelling theory? [8]

Level 1: Answers at this level are likely to be confined to a few simple remarks about the supposed causes of deviance, with little support from appropriate sociological evidence and theory. 0 - 3

Level 2: A simple descriptive response that demonstrates some knowledge of labelling theory would fit this level. Accounts of labelling theory that are linked to the phenomenon of deviance specifically are likely to feature at the top of the band. 4 - 6

Level 3: Responses at this level will reveal a sound understanding of labelling theory and there will be an attempt to assess the strengths and/or limitations of that approach to explaining deviance. 7 – 8

NOVEMBER 2005

(c) Explain how social control is maintained in small scale, tribal societies. [6]

0-3 A few general points about informal social control, with little or no development, may be worth 2 or 3 marks.

4-6 Answers at this level will go into some detail about the different  mechanisms that may be used to achieve social control in tribal societies, such as ritual, intermarriage, ostracism, religion, and publicly voiced complaints.

(d) To what extent does social control serve the interests of the most powerful groups in any society? [8]

0-4 A few general points about who benefits from social control, with little or no sociological foundation, may be worth 2 or 3 marks. A list-like response that suggests some relevant sociological understanding could score up to 4 marks.

5-8 At this level, candidates may consider Marxist versus pluralist views of social control. In the Marxist perspective, the existence of social rules is seen to benefit the ruling class primarily. The pluralists see the benefits more evenly distributed between the various sections of society. An answer along these lines, if well expressed, would be worth 7 or 8 marks.

6 Official crime statistics suggest that rates of juvenile delinquency are much higher in inner city areas. Young working class males are responsible for a high proportion of the recorded crime in modern industrial societies.

(a) What is meant by the term juvenile delinquency? [2]

Crimes committed by young people, usually under the age of 18 (2 marks).

(b) Suggest two reasons why rates of juvenile delinquency are much higher in inner city areas. [4]

Reasons may include, for example: poverty; unemployment; cultural traditions; social disorganisation; boredom and opportunity for crime; etc.

Candidates may also legitimately refer to the concentration of police resources on these areas. (2 x 2 marks).

(c) Explain why young working class males are responsible for a high proportion of the recorded crime in modern industrial societies. [6]

Reasons may include:

- worse off than middle class youth,

- subcultures may exist among sections of the working class that justify a

certain level of crime,

- may be more frustrated and bitter against society,

- home backgrounds may not be as stable,

- dealt with more harshly by the police.

0-3 A few isolated points that are broadly relevant to the question may merit 2 or 3 marks.

4-6 Answers at this level will cover a range of relevant points and, at the top of the band, a coherent and well-expressed response will be offered.

(d) To what extent do official statistics provide an accurate record of the amount of crime in society? [8]

0-4 A few isolated points about the limitations with official statistics in general and/or with reference to crime specifically, would be worth 3 or 4 marks.

5-8 At this level answers will provide a solid critique of official crime statistics. At the top of the band, there will be some attempt at assessment and an overall conclusion will be reached in response to the question.
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